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Discussion 

The enclosed documents comprise (1) a PCT International Search Report, issued 
in the PCT International Application No. PCT/US04/1 1484, a PCT counterpart of this 
application, (2) a PCT International Search Report, issued in the PCT International 
Application No. PCT/US05/36284, and (3) an EPC Article 96(2) Communication issued 
in an EPO counterpart of this PCT application. Copies of the documentation cited in the 
PCT International Search reports and the EPC Communication are enclosed. 

In addition to the Search Reports and the cited documentation, Applicant would 
also like to bring to the attention of the Examiner some additional documentation, copies 
enclosed, that has come to Applicant's attention. 

Stalkup US Patent 2,784,565 refers to a recirculation conduit 15 connected to a 
freezer cylinder 1 . Clifford US Patent 3,050,960 refers to circulation of ice cream in a 
freezing cylinder 10 when an outlet orifice 41 is closed. See arrow B in Figure 3. Kress 
et al. US Patent 5,615,559 refers to a freezing system that has a recirculation arrangement 
12 for a freezing cylinder 14. 

The Gerber Published Patent Application US2003/0012864 refers to a product 
blender and dispenser that includes an ingredient storage and delivery module 12 added 
to a commercially available confection freezer and dispenser assembly 11. The module 
12 includes a sanitizer supply 16. Togashi et al. US Patent 4,703,628 mentions a 
cleaning circuit 120 shown in Figure 9, hot water cleaning in column 3, lines 1-5, and 
heat sterilization in column 3, lines 6-1 1, in an apparatus for preparing frozen products, 
lies US Patent 4,758,097 shows a cleaning solution container 41 in Figure 1 used to clean 
a device for producing frozen confection foods. See, for example, column 7, lines 5-12. 
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Aoki et al. US Patent 4,860,550 refers to cleaning an apparatus for preparing ice 
creams with heat, sterilizing agents, and hot water. See, for example, column 10, line 36, 
through column 24, line 12. This patent also refers four flavors of ice cream produced 
from two freezing cylinders 9 and four flavor tanks 4. Kusano et al. US Patent 5,158,506 
refers to heat pasteurization of the freezing cylinders of an ice cream manufacturing 
apparatus and cleaning of that apparatus with water. See, for example, column 4, lines 
42-65, and column 12, line 51, through column 13, line 35, of the Kusano et al. patent. 
Ahnell et al. US Patent 5,229,150 refers to a food processing apparatus having a food 
path that does not have locations where food can be trapped that provide a haven for 
bacterial growth. See, for example, column 5, lines 18-27. 

Kortschot US Patent 5,356,648 refers to frozen desserts with flavor strands. See, 
for example, the first paragraph in column 1. Van Der Merwe et al. US Patent 6,145,701 
refers to an arrangement for adding solid toppings to soft serve product dispensed from a 
soft serve machine. 

Meserole et al. US Patent 6,494,055 and Beck et al. US Patent 6,490,872 deal 
with a frozen food dispensing machine having clean in place features. See, for example, 
clean in place mode 240 in Figures 15, 16, and 21. See also the "Clean-In-Place" 
sections, in columns 13 through 15 and columns 24 through 26 of each patent. 
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Applicant believes that none of the documentation, considered singly or in 
combination, shows or suggests the claimed invention. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Mm 

Eugene S. Indyk 

Registration No. 30,711 
366 Rue Road 

Monroe Township, NJ 08831 
Telephone No.: (732) 521-3926 
E-Mail: 

eugeneindyk@indyklegal.com 
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